
September 2026
Stargazing Guide

Greetings from the Mayland
Earth to Sky Park,﻿

Bare Dark Sky Observatory,
&

Arthur Planetarium!
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September is Super!

This month we enjoy a full "Corn Moon", the last great views
of the Milky Way in all its Summer time glory, we celebrate
International Observe the Moon Night on the 19th all over
the world, and you can catch Venus and Mars in the early

evening sky!

What's in the Sky in September?
September 6th and 7th - A crescent Moon meets Mars

before dawn
Set an alarm for around 3 a.m. local time and look low in the east.

On these two mornings the waning crescent Moon, roughly 30
percent lit, sits within about three degrees of Mars in Gemini, close

enough to cover with three fingers at arm's length.
Mars is still faint and low, working its way up out of the Sun's
glare, so the Moon is doing you a favor as a pointer. Stay out.

About 90 minutes later Jupiter clears the horizon behind them, and
Saturn is still up over in the southwest, giving you three planets

and the Moon in a single session.
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September 11th - New Moon

September 19th - International Observe the Moon
Night

International Observe the Moon Night is a time to come together
with fellow Moon enthusiasts and curious people worldwide.
Everyone on Earth is invited to learn about lunar science and

exploration, take part in celestial observations, and honor cultural
and personal connections to the Moon. We encourage everyone

to interpret “observe” broadly!

International Observe the Moon Night - NASA Science

https://secretsofuniverse.in/
https://secretsofuniverse.in/
https://science.nasa.gov/moon/observe-the-moon-night/


International Observe the Moon Night at the Earth to Sky
Park!

The International Observe the Moon Night 20th anniversary will
take place on Saturday, September 19, 2026!

International Observe the Moon Night is a time to come together
with fellow Moon enthusiasts and curious people worldwide.
Everyone on Earth is invited to learn about lunar science and

exploration, take part in celestial observations, and honor cultural
and personal connections to the Moon. We encourage everyone

to interpret “observe” broadly!
We will have a very special 29 inch Newtonian telescope from on
loan from Don Brooks set up on the lawn along with some other

smaller telescopes to enjoy!

Event Details
Date: Saturday September 19, 2026

Time: 8pm-10pm
Where: Mayland Earth to Sky Park 66 Energy Exchange Drive

Burnsville, NC 28714
Admission: FREE for ALL AGES!

September 22nd - Venus at its brightest of the year
Venus reaches magnitude -4.8, its peak brilliance for all of 2026.

Look low above the southwestern horizon just after sunset.
Through a telescope Venus is a thin crescent tonight, only about

22 percent illuminated. It is brightest not when we see the most of
its lit face, but when the growing apparent size of the planet, as it
swings closer to Earth, outpaces the shrinking fraction that is lit. 
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September 23rd - September Equinox
The Sun will shine directly on the equator and there will be nearly
equal amounts of day and night throughout the world. This is also
the first day of fall (autumnal equinox) in the Northern Hemisphere

and the first day of spring (vernal equinox) in the Southern
Hemisphere.

September 26 - Full Corn Moon
This full moon was known by early Native American tribes as the

Corn Moon because the corn is harvested around this time of
year. This moon is also known as the Harvest Moon. The Harvest

Moon is the full moon that occurs closest to the September
equinox each year.

photo credit: almanac.com (below)
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Click here to download the printable sky map for
September!!

Interested in learning how to use your telescope? Want to learn more about
how to stargaze from your backyard? Want to spend some quality time under

truly dark skies learning about astronomy? If you answered yes to any of these
questions, the come out to the Earth to Sky Park's Astronomy Club! Even if you

don't have your own telescope, but are interested in astronomy or are
interested in finding out what kind of telescope to purchase, you are welcome!

The Astronomy Club is FREE 

Our Next Meeting is Saturday September 19th at
8:00pm!

https://www.almanac.com/
https://www.almanac.com/
https://www.skymaps.com/skymaps/tesmn2609.pdf
https://www.skymaps.com/skymaps/tesmn2609.pdf
https://www.skymaps.com/skymaps/tesmn2609.pdf
https://www.skymaps.com/skymaps/tesmn2609.pdf


In Honor of International Observe the Moon Night
We will have a very special 29 inch Newtonian telescope from on
loan from Don Brooks set up on the lawn along with some other

smaller telescopes to enjoy!

Event Details
Date: Saturday September 19, 2026

Time: 8pm-10pm
Where: Mayland Earth to Sky Park 66 Energy Exchange Drive

Burnsville, NC 28714
Admission: FREE for ALL AGES!

﻿We hope to see you there!

The Earth to Sky Park Monthly Blog!

Mayland Community College becomes a Bee Campus
USA College

By Elizabeth Hardy of Mayland Community College

Bees and other pollinators are an important part of our ecosystem
and vital to our food supply. Now, they are also going back to
school, sort of. Mayland Community College has just recently
become a Bee Campus USA College as part of the effort to
protect and support our pollinators. While honeybees (apis

mellifera) came to the New World along with Europeans and have
proven themselves highly industrious and useful, North America is
home to over 3,600 native bee species. Many of these species are

threatened or in danger.
Bee Campus USA and Bee City USA are initiatives of the Xerces

Society, created to help protect pollinators by creating healthy
habitats full of native plants and nest locations while protecting the

bees and other pollinators from pesticides and other threats. All
across the U.S., cities and communities are supporting the effort
by joining the over 250 affiliates of Bee City USA, and there are
currently 229 Bee Campus USA affiliates, college campuses that
are committed to efforts to protect and support pollinators. The
High Country’s own Mayland Community College is now one of

those affiliates.
As part of this commitment, Mayland is planting native plants in

new hanging pots on rails around the Spruce Pine campus,
phasing out practices harmful to pollinators, and working to

encourage activities that will draw pollinators and protect them. A
committee, including faculty, staff, and student representatives,

meets regularly and works to implement pollinator-friendly policies
and plans. The Toe Cane Bee Keepers Association’s wonderful

new teaching apiary sits adjacent to campus, so both honeybees
and native pollinators will benefit from the new and protected

pollen sources on site.
To learn more about Bee Campus USA and Bee City USA, visit

the website at www.beecityusa.org ; to learn more about
Mayland, visit www.mayland.edu, and, if you stop by campus,

you never know who else might be buzzing in for a visit!  

Looking for local things to do?

https://beecityusa.org/
http://www.mayland.edu/


Visit: Explore Burnsville | Tourism | Burnsville, NC !

BRAND NEW PINK FLOYD LASER
SHOW ADDED FOR SEPTEMBER!

Laser Pink Floyd:
"A Trip Through Time"

is a BRAND NEW show that combines many of the iconic
band's hit songs from the past and present as they dance
to laser lights and spectacular visual effects that create a

fully immersive experience in our 360 degree dome!
Come Rock Out with Us to the GREATEST ROCK BAND

OF ALL TIME! You don't want to miss this show!

CLICK HERE FOR TICKETS!

Glenn & Carol Arthur Planetarium

BRAND NEW PLANETARIUM SHOW ADDED!

https://www.exploreburnsville.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1999056061493?aff=oddtdtcreator


Experience a cosmic celebration of one of the greatest albums of
all time!

Over 1 million people worldwide have now seen the unforgettable
audio-visual journey celebrating Pink Floyd’s legendary album,

The Dark Side of the Moon!
This stunning production features each of the album’s 10 classic
tracks is presented in order, accompanied by 360° visuals that
surround you from every angle — some inspired by the band’s

storied past, others imagining a bold new future.
With breathtaking visuals, produced by the award-winning team at

NSC Creative in collaboration with Pink Floyd’s iconic creative
director Aubrey Powell, this is more than a show. It’s a cosmic
celebration of one of the greatest albums of all time. This is a

show you will never forget!

Tickets are sold directly via an external website:
CLICK HERE FOR TICKETS HERE!

For assistance or questions regarding tickets, please contact:
boxoffice@changeworlds.org

NEW SUMMER HOURS!
Visitor Center and Arthur Planetarium Hours:

Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays from 1p-5p

Current Show Schedule Here!
Visit our website for more information.

﻿You can also follow our Facebook page for current updates and
announcements!

https://www.darksideofthemoon.show/en-US/pinkfloyd/burnsville?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=23838568968&utm_content=200299321350&utm_term=sh-1pri&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23838568968&gclid=CjwKCAjw2rrQBhBuEiwAarLWHatxLDQhUgp5E89iRjY8so76npr0akHwldZ5EZcxWDbzzDHfI6gJHxoCLnoQAvD_BwE&tx_inline_iframe=%2Fdate-selection&tx_sessionDataId=b4d44797-e678-48c9-80dd-2bef116061d1
https://www.mayland.edu/foundation/foundation-projects/the-glenn-carol-arthur-planetarium/planetarium-shows/
https://www.mayland.edu/foundation/foundation-projects/the-glenn-carol-arthur-planetarium/?fbclid=IwAR3DIHlfTo8L20sRRWJ6NZqS7lyvMZm_qU_6pWFG5EVR3Q24aeiBxCIFr5k






Did you Know the Earth to Sky Park has Gift Cards
and Annual Memberships?

Perfect for astronomy lovers to use for breathtaking stargazing
experiences under one of the darkest, clearest night skies in the

Appalachia's.
Whether it's a visit to the state-of-the-art Bare Dark Sky

Observatory or a trip to a Planetarium Show, this is a present that
brings the cosmos closer to those who dream of the stars.

Click Here to Purchase Gift Cards!

Click Here for Friends of the Park Membership
Information!

https://squareup.com/gift/MLGYWXM3YM2ZJ/order
https://www.mayland.edu/foundation/friends-of-the-park/
https://www.mayland.edu/foundation/friends-of-the-park/


The Mayland Earth to Sky Park is a Non-Profit STEAM Education
Park that hosts programs and events that teach about everything

from the Earth to the Sky!
We operate solely on private donations and grants. We are

working towards the completion of the park and are continuing our
fundraising through community outreach and your continued

patronage.
We thank you for continuing to support the park!

To learn more about our Capital Campaign and how to contribute:

CLICK HERE FOR DONATION INFORMATION!

Bare Dark Sky
Observatory Tickets are

Now ON SALE for
DECEMBER!

Visit EventBrite.com to
Purchase Tickets!

https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/mccfoundation
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/bare-dark-sky-observatory-14378188687


If you would like to be notified when
tickets go on sale, follow our page on
EventBrite!
Or Visit the ESP website for more
information.

﻿﻿Follow us on Instagram, Facebook, and EventBrite!
Follow the Earth to Sky Park on Instagram and Facebook for the latest photos, updates,
and videos of all the exciting things happening at the Park. You can also follow our Bare

Dark Sky Observatory homepage on Eventbrite by using this link!
﻿Bare Dark Sky Observatory Events | Eventbrite

     

Keep Looking UP! 
Visit the Space Rangers at the
Bare Dark Sky Observatory!
website: mayland.edu/esp
email: observatory@mayland.edu

Mayland Community College Foundation | PO Box 547 | Spruce Pine, NC 28777 US
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