
M AY LAND COM M UNITY COLLEGE 
Welcomes You to SOC 213-10 

Sociology of  the Family 
3 credit  hour/3 contact hour 

Spri ng, 2006 
 

Course D escrip tion  
This course covers the insti tution of the family and other intimate relationships. Emphasis is 
placed on mate selection, gender roles, sexuali ty, communication, power and confl ict, 
parenthood, diverse lifestyles, divorce and remarriage, and economic issues. Upon completion, 
students should be able to analyze the family as a social insti tution and the social forces which 
influence i ts development and change. This course has been approved to sati sfy the Comprehensive 
Arti culation Agreement general education core requirement in social/behavioral sciences. 
Prerequisit es:  RED 090  Corequisit es:  None 
 

Instr uctor I nformation  
Instr uctor:    A pril  Pit tman 
Office Locatio n:   247 Gw altney Hall 
Telephone Number:   (828)-765-7351, ext .  266 or 1-800-462-9526, ext.  266 
E-mail Address:   arpit tman@cc.mayl and.edu 
Office Hours:   Mondays &  Wednesdays from 10-11am & 12-2pm, Fridays from 10-
11am  

and other times by appointment. 
 

Course I nformation  
This course meets on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 8:00-8:50 am in Rm. 252 of 
Gwaltney Hall .   
Requir ed Text(s):  M arriages and Families:  Diversity and Change, 4th edition  by M ary Ann 
Schwartz and BarBara M arliene Scott.  Prentice Hall  publishers ISBN #0-13-0979565-2 
 
Course Objectiv es/Competencies: 

¥ Develop an understanding of gender and the influence of gender in marriage and family 
relationships. 

¥ Develop an understanding of the sociological influences on dating, mate selection, 
marriage, non-marital li festyles and parenting. 

¥ Develop an understanding of sociological theory as applied to the family. 
¥ Develop an appreciation of the diversity of  families and the various forms family may 

take. 
 
 
 
 
 
M ayland Community  College's General Educati on core courses will provid e the essentia l 
body of  k nowledge and ski lls that  enable al l degree-level students to perform competently 
as employe es and as contr ib utin g members of  society.  Graduates of  al l degree programs at 
M ayland Community  College will have completed the general education  core.  That core 
encompasses the essenti al k nowledge and ski lls that enable al l degree-level students to 
perform competently as employe es and as contr ib utin g members of  society.   
 
Upon completio n of  the general educatio n core, students will be able to demonstr ate the 
followin g: 



1. Effective communication in speaking and listening situations needed for college, 
personal, and work successes  

2. Effective communication in writing and reading situations needed for college, 
personal, and work successes  

3. Logical, critical, and creative thinking to evaluate evidence and reach a 
conclusion 

4. A pplication of basic computer use ski lls   
5. A pplication of fundamental math ski lls 
6. Basic aw areness of the diversity of various world groups from both historical 

and contemporary contexts  
 
For each of the follow ing goals of Sociology of the Family, the applicable General Education 
Learning Competencies are noted. 
To be successful in this course you w ill need to: 

¥ Be an active participant in class and small group discussions regarding topics relevant 
to family (1 and 2).   

¥ A pply critical thinking ski lls to material presented in the textbook, lectures, activi ties, 
and discussions (1, 2, and 3). 

¥ Work independently and as part of a group to successfully complete written 
assignments related to material from the course (1, 2, and 6). 

¥ Develop an understanding of cultural, racial, and ethnic differences in at ti tudes and 
practices w ith regards to family (6). 

 
A t tendance Policy/Tardin ess/M ak e-Up Wor k : 
A ttendance is important in order for you to be successful in this course.  Tests w ill likely 
contain questions from material covered in class lecture that is not in the textbook.  In addition, 
you w ill receive an at tendance and participation grade for this course, which w ill account for 
5% of your final grade.  You w ill be allowed three absences before your at tendance grade w ill be 
affected.  A t tendance w ill be taken each day in this course at  the beginning of class.  For each 
day of class that you are present for the entire class (w ithout being tardy or leaving early) you 
w ill receive 2.23 points tow ards your at tendance grade.  A  good at tendance grade w ill also 
depend on active and appropriate participation in class discussions and activi ties.   
 
There will be no mak e-up for missed tests i n this class.  Before calculation of your final 
average, one test grade w ill be dropped, therefore a missed test w ill be the drop grade.  I t is the 
studentÕs responsibi lity to check  LEO for assignments that may have been made during an 
absence and to see other students to obtain lecture notes.   
A ssignments w ill incur a 10 point per day (calendar day, not class day) penalty for each day 
that they are late.  No assignments w ill be accepted af ter Friday, M ay 5. 
 
Grading Crit eria/Tests/Projects: 

TestsÉ É É É É É É É É É É É É .55% 
Diversity projectÉ É É É É É É É .20% 
Wr itten A ssignmentsÉ É É ..É É ..20% 
A ttendance & ParticipationÉ ..É É .5% 
 

Grading Scale:  A  = 93-100  D  = 70-76 
   B = 85-92  F = 0-69 
   C = 77-84 
 
Incl ement Weather Procedures: 
Please review the Inclement Weather Policy in the Mayl and Community College Catalog.  In 
the case of bad weather use your best judgment and remember that personal safety must come 



fi rst.  Call  me in advance i f weather prevents you from coming to class.  While calling does not 
excuse the absence, i t allow s me to pass along information about class assignments.   
In the event of  a delay schedule, this class will meet f rom 10:00-10:40am. 
   
Academic Standards/Student Expectatio ns/Ethics: 
Honesty and integrity w ith respect to academic work is expected in this and all  classes at  
Mayl and Community College.  As outlined in the MCC Student Code of  Conduct, any form of 
academic dishonesty is subject to disciplinary action.  A t the minimum, students who engage in 
academic dishonesty of  any type w ill receive a grade of  F for the course.  For a description of 
acts considered to be violations of the code of conduct, refer to the MCC Code of Conduct in 
the student handbook and college catalog. 

 
Note regarding cel l phones, pagers, M P-3 players, etcÉ  

Technology has made our lives much easier in many w ays.  It has made it easier for us to stay in 
touch w ith our loved ones and i t makes us much more accessible to the rest of the world.  While 
this technology can be wonderful, i t can be very disruptive in the classroom.  For that  reason I 
am asking that you turn off  and put aw ay (in your book bag, purse, pocket) cell phones, pagers, 
and other devices of that  type while in this class.   

   
 
 
 
Wit hdrawal Dates: 
End of Unconditional Wi thdraw al Ð Monday, February 13 
End of Conditional Wi thdraw al Ð Monday, M arch 27 
I f  a student has not been i n contact  wit h the in str uctor and has not at tended class for a 
consecutiv e two-week  period , the student will be admin istr atively wit hdrawn f rom the 
class.  Once a student has been admin istrativ ely wit hdraw n f rom a class he/she will not  be 
al lowed to re-enroll in  the class that semester. 
 
A ny student requestin g special accommodation s for this course due to a disability should  
apply for services through the SOAR Of fice or the Counselin g Center, which will document 
the disability.   A  counselor will then help determin e which accommodation s, i f  any, the 
student needs for success i n this course. 
 
Disclaimer:   
While I have at tempted to be as thorough as possible w ith this syl labus, actual class procedures 
may vary to suit the needs of this group. 
 
 
 

 
Course Outl in e 

Date Topic Assignment 
Monday, 
Jan. 9 

Introductions & Syllabus  

Wednesday,  
Jan. 11 

Families Throughout History Read pp. 1-8 

Friday,  
Jan. 13 

Families Throughout History Read pp.8-19 

Jan. 13 Last Day of Drop/Add 
Monday, January 16 – Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday – College Closed 



Wednesday,   
Jan. 18 

Families Throughout History Read pp.19-29 

Friday,   
Jan. 20 

Studying Marriage and Families Read pp.30-38 

Monday,  
Jan. 23 

Studying Marriage and Families Read pp. 38-54 

Wednesday,  
Jan. 25 

Studying Marriage and Families Read pp. 54-58 

Friday,  
Jan. 27 

Assessment #1 on chapters 1 & 2  

Monday,  
Jan. 30 

Gender Read pp. 59-67 

Wednesday,  
Feb. 1 

Gender Read pp. 67-77 

Friday,  
Feb. 3 

Gender Read pp. 77-85 

Monday,  
Feb. 6 

Love Read pp. 86-96 

Wednesday,  
Feb. 8 

Love Read pp. 96-104 

Friday,  
Feb. 10 

Love Read pp. 104-116 

Monday,  
Feb. 13 

Dating, Coupling, and Mate Selection Read pp. 117-131 

Feb. 13 End of Unconditional Withdrawal 
Wednesday,  
Feb. 15 

Dating, Coupling, and Mate Selection Read pp. 131-140 

Friday,  
Feb. 17 

Dating, Coupling, and Mate Selection Read pp. 140-152 

Monday,  
Feb. 20 

Assessment #2 on chapters 3, 4, & 5  

Wednesday, 
Feb. 22 

Sexuality Read pp. 153-170 

Friday,  
Feb. 24 

Sexuality Read pp. 170-188 

Monday,  
Feb. 27 

Sexuality Read pp. 188-199 

Wednesday,  
Mar. 1 

Nonmarital Lifestyles Read pp. 200—207 

Friday,  
Mar. 3 

Nonmarital Lifestyles Read pp. 207-217 

March 6 thru March 10 – Spring Break – No Classes 
Monday,  
Mar. 13 

Nonmarital Lifestyles Read pp. 218-225 

Wednesday,  
Mar. 15 

Assessment #3 on chapters 6 & 7  

Friday,  
Mar. 17 

“Catch-up” Day  

Monday, 
Mar. 20 

Marriage Read pp. 225-236 

Wednesday, 
Mar. 22 

Marriage Read pp. 236-247 



Friday, 
Mar. 24 

Marriage Read pp. 247-261 

Monday, 
Mar. 27 

Reproduction & Parenting Read pp. 262-275 

Mar. 27 End of Conditional Withdrawal 
March 27 thru April 7 – Advising for Summer Semester 

Wednesday, 
Mar. 29 

Reproduction & Parenting Read pp. 275-283 

Friday, 
Mar. 31 

Reproduction & Parenting Read pp. 283-305 

Monday, 
April 3 

Assessment #4 on chapters 8 & 9  

Wednesday, 
April 5 

Violence & Abuse Read pp. 336-346 

Friday, 
April 7 

Violence & Abuse Read pp. 346-355 

Monday, 
April 10 

Violence & Abuse Read pp. 355-374 

April 10 thru 12 – Pre-registration for Summer Semester 
Wednesday, 
April 12 

Uncoupling Read pp. 375-383 

Friday, April 14 – Good Friday – College Closed 
Monday, 
April 17 

Uncoupling Read pp. 384-393 

Wednesday, 
April 19 

Uncoupling Read pp. 393-403 

Friday, 
April 21 

Remarriage Read pp. 404-412 

Monday, 
April 24 

Remarriage Read pp. 412-419 

Wednesday, 
April 26 

Remarriage Read pp. 419-426 

Friday, 
April 28 

Assessment #5 on chapters 11, 12, & 
13 

 

Monday, 
May 1 

Presentations  

Wednesday, 
May 3 

Presentations  

Friday, 
May 5 

Presentations  

Monday, 
May 8 

Presentations  

Wednesday, 
May 10 

Presentations  

 
So, w hat is Leo?  Check out Leo at http:/ / leo.mayland.edu.  Leo stands for Linking Everyone 
Online and is your online connection to MCC.  You will fi nd news, announcements, course 
information, and much more there.  I w ill place assignments in the area for this course and 
communicate w ith you via the e-mail account that  is set up for you in Leo.  A  handout is 
available w ith information about how to log in to LEO.  If you are unfamiliar w ith LEO, see me 
for a copy of that  handout. 


