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Welcomes you to: 

 
English 113 -11 

L iterature-Based Research 
3 Credit Hours/3 Contact Hours 

Fall  2007 
Course Descr iption 

This course, the second in a series of two, expands the concepts developed in ENG 111 by focusing on 
writing that involves li terature-based research and documentation.  Emphasis is placed on critical 
reading and thinking and the analysis and interpretation of prose, poetry, and drama: plot, 
characterization, theme, cultural context, etc.  Upon completion, students should be able to construct 
mechanically-sound, documented essays and research papers that analyze and respond to l iterary works.  
This course has been approved to satisfy the Comprehensive Articulation Agreement general 
education core requirement in English. 

Prerequisites:  ENG 111 
I nstructor  I nformation 
I nstructor : Elizabeth Hardy 
Of f ice location:  Room 244 (Main building) 
Telephone number:  (828) 765-7351 or (800) 462-9526, ext. 271 
Email  Address: ehardy@mayland.edu 
Of f ice Hours: :  Of f i ce Hours: Mo ndays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 7:30-8, 9:30-10, and 12-12:30, 
Tuesdays 7:30-8, 11-12:30; Thursdays 7:30-8, and by appointment. (Note: I  may be off campus upon 
occasion to visit the remote sites. If this wil l  affect my office hours for a given week, an announcement wil l  
be made.) 
Course I nformation 
This section of ENG 113 wil l  meet Tuesdays and Thursdays 9:30-10:50 in room 264 
Required Texts: Arp, Thomas, and Greg Johnson, eds. PerrineÕs Literature: Structure, Sound, and 
Sense. 9th edition. Fort Worth: Harcourt, 2007; The Brief Handbook, 4th ed., Kirzner and Mandell; a good 
college dictionary and thesaurus. 
LRC Resources: The Learning Resources Center offers students an array of print and electronic resources 
related to this course. Please touch base with one of the librarians for assistance. 
Mission Statement and Competencies for the General Education Core 
Mission:  Mayland Community College's General Education core courses will  provide the essential  
body of  knowledge and skills that enable all  degree-level students to per form competently as 
employees and as contr ibuting members of  society. 
Graduates of all  degree programs at Mayland Community College will  have completed the general 
education core.  That core encompasses the essential knowledge and skil ls that enable all  degree-level 
students to perform competently as employees and as contributing members of society. Upon completion of 
the general education core, students wil l  be able to demonstrate the following: 

Effective communication in speaking and l istening si tuations needed for college, personal, and 
work successes  

Effective communication in writing and reading si tuations needed for college, personal, and 
work successes  

Logical, critical, and creative thinking to evaluate evidence and reach a conclusion 
Application of basic computer use skills   
Application of fundamental math skills 
Basic awareness of the diversity of various world groups from both historical and 

contemporary contexts  



Course Objectives Designed to Assess, Evaluate, and Document the Pertinent Gen Ed Competencies 
for  this Course 

To succeed in this course, you wil l  do college-level work as you: 
Write a critical essay on short fiction 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 
Take a test on the short fiction unit 1, 2, 3, 6 
Write a critical essay on poetry 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 
Take a test on the poetry unit 1, 2, 3, 6, and 7. 
Write a critical essay or produce a project on drama  1, 2, 3, 4, 6 
Take a test on the drama unit 1, 2, 3, 6 
Write a documented paper on a li terary topic 1, 2, 3, 4, 6. 
Take part in discussions of literature 1, 3, 6 

Course Content  
Study of fiction, using selected short stories to demonstrate the elements of 
      fiction: plot, character, theme, point of view, symbolism, setting, irony, etc. 
Study of poetry, using selected poems to demonstrate the elements of poetry: 
      images, figurative language, diction, symbolism, allusion, theme, tone, etc. 
Study of drama 
Review of research techniques 
A researched literary essay 
Critical thinking 

Attendance Policy/Tardiness/ Make-Up Work: 
Attendance is crucial to getting the most out of this class. Individual students are responsible for all  material 
covered in the course, including lecture material and notes, handouts, and assignments. If you miss a class, 
it is your responsibili ty to meet with other class members or the instructor to insure you are receiving the 
information you wil l  need to stay on track. There is no make-up for the reading quizzes given at the 
beginning of each class. Tardy or absent students wil l  thus have a 0 for this grade. 
Three tardies or early departures of fifteen minutes or more equal an absence, and students missing more than 
half a class will  be counted absent.  Students who are asleep in class will  be counted absent. In addition, 
attendance will  be factored into the grade, with one point given for each day present. Therefore, a student 
who was present every day would automatically have 100% on the attendance grade.  
Grading Cr iter ia: 
The final grade for the course will  be determined by the instructor's evaluation of the student's work during 
the entire semester. The course grade will  be determined as follows: 
Research-Based Literary Essay    15%                         
Literary Analysis Essays          45% (15 % each) 
Tests                    30% (10 % each)       
Reading quizzes, attendance, drafts, and other assignments   10 % 
Grading Scale: 
                              A=93-100 
                              B=85-92 
                              C=77-84 
                             D= 69-76 
                              F=69 and below 
Inclement Weather  Procedures: 
If the college is on a delayed schedule for inclement weather, our class wil l  MEET 11:05-12:05. In the event 
that the college is closed for snow or some other emergency, we must complete make-up work. In the event 
of a snow cancellation on a day when there would have been a reading quiz , read the selections assigned for 
the day and write a one-paragraph response on each separate piece.  This will  provide you with a quiz grade. 
This assignment will  be due the day we return to class and will  not be accepted after that class meeting.  In 
addition, choose one of the following assignments to complete for each day we miss. 

Read one of the anthology's l iterary selections that was not assigned on the syllabus. Write about this 
selection and your response to i t. Why is it interesting? How does it relate to other pieces we have 
read? 

Create a "dream cast"  for any of the plays or stories we have read. Who would you cast  in which roles 
and why? 

Watch a filmed version of any li terary piece we have read and write your reaction to it. You may also view 
additional filmed works of Shakespeare, Sophocles, or other playwrights. 

Evaluate a li terary website. 



Attend a college-sponsored workshop or book discussion.  
Attend a local book discussion or talk by an author. 
 Recently, there have been several excellent films based on books. You may watch one of these films AND 

read the book. Then write a 2-3 page response. Did the film accurately adapt the book? Which did 
you like better? Why? 

All  responses must be 2-3 pages long and will  not be accepted more than one week after the snow day, 
unless they are related to an event taking place later. In that case, please notify the instructor of the event you 
plan to attend. Incomplete responses will  not be accepted. In addition, with the instructorÕs permission, you 
may complete up to three of these activities (2-6 only) for extra credit. No extra credit will  be accepted after 
December 6. Extra credit wil l  be applied to the quiz grade. 
Academic Standards and Student Expectations  
Attendance at all  class meetings. 
Careful reading of each dayÕs assignment.  The standard ratio for college course work is 1:2.  This means 
that for each contact hour (hour in class) you wil l  need to plan to spend at least two hours outside  
the class preparing, reading, researching, writing, etc., and studying the assigned material . 
By taking this course you are agreeing to spend an average of 9 or more hours per week reading, studying, 
and attending class. To do well  in this class, you must commit the time to reading. 
3.  Active participation in class discussions and activities. The rule in this class is ÒParticipate!  DonÕt 
dominate!Ó 
4. Emphasis on Positive Learning Environment:  Disruptive or anti-social  behavior will  not be tolerated in 
this class.  Please be supportive of your classmates as they learn.  We wil l  strive to be a learning 
community in this class, and your personal support is vital . 
5. Helping classmates in the learning process  
6.  Satisfactory scores on quizzes, tests, and essays. 
7.  Actively participate in workshops and other scheduled class activities, including class discussion and 
reading aloud from poems or plays. 
8. Write one documented argumentative essay (1000-1200 words in length) on a l iterary topic, including 
prewriting activities, revised drafts, internal documentation of sources, and a works cited page. 
9. Write three literary analyses (700-750 words in length), one for each genre studied, two of which will  
include a research component and documentation. 
10. Complete three tests, one for each literary genre. 
11. Completing a variety of formal and informal writing activities including a Learning Resource Center 
Unit and daily reading quizzes. 
12.  Punctual preparation of all assignments.  A late essay will  receive a penalty of one letter grade for each 
day it is late.  No essay will  be accepted later than one week after the date it was due. Missed tests may only 
be made up with the instructorÕs prior permission.  Missed quizzes may not be made up. 
13.  ACADEMIC HONESTY!  Anyone caught cheating wil l  automatically receive an 

      ÒFÓ for the course.  Cheating means copying anotherÕs work and signing your  
 name as if it is your original work. I t also includes collaborating on tests or quizzes.  We will  
focus on correct borrowing and citation of othersÕ words and ideasÑ to avoid plagiarism.  Since 
you have had the prerequisite course, ENG 111Ñ Expository Writing, you have had the basic 
research tools.  This course will  build upon those skil ls in your researched literary analysis. 

14.  Adherence to MCCÕs policy banning use of tobacco products in the state-owned buildings 
 

 Withdrawal dates: 
!  Uncondit ional Withdrawal through Tuesday, September 25 
!  Condit ional Withdrawal through Thursday, November 1 
!  Emergency Withdrawal only through the last day of  class 
 
Administrative Withdrawal Statement: If a student has not been in contact with the instructor and has not attended 

class for a consecutive two-week period, an administrative withdrawal wil l  be submitted by the instructor. 
Unless the student formally withdraws from the course, he or she will  receive an F. 

Accommodations: Any student requesting special accommodations for this course due to a disability should apply 
for services through the SOAR office or Counseling Center, which will  document the disabili ty. A counselor 
will  then help determine which accommodations, if any, the student needs for success in this course. 

Calendar 
 This Calendar is only a general overview for the l i terature segments of the course. Specific reading syl labi for each section 

wi l l be distributed. Changes may be made at the instructorÕs discretion. A l l changes wi l l be announced in class. 
Disclaimer:  Course procedures may vary to meet the needs of this particular group. 



Week One 
August 21: Getting to know you. Introduction to the course and each other. Argumentative L i terature-Based Essay 

Assigned.  
August 23: Review of Argument techniques, research strategies. Topic workshop. Have read for class: 83-101 in BH 
 
Week Two 
August 28: Research workshop. Essay topic selected.  Have read for class: 105-146 in BH. For next class, bring typed 

summaries of two articles, along wi th original articles. (LRC uni t.) 
August 30: Review notetaking strategies. Outl ine and thesi s workshop. Have read for class 147-175 BH 
 
Week Three 
September 4: Bring sources and notes for thesi s, outl ine, documentation workshop. Annotated bibl iography due. Have read 

for class 182-220 in BH 
September 6: Bring sources, outl ine, and working draft for draft workshop 
  
Week Four 
September 11: Conferences  
September 13: Conferences. Read pp. 3-39 in LSSS and 449-451, 460-474 in BH for next time 
 
Week Five 
September 18: Researched L i terary Argument Essay due. Introduction to l i terature. Begin Short Fiction. Plot and Structure 
September 20: Characterization 
 
Week Six 
September 25: Theme 
September 27: Point of View 
 
Week Seven: 
October 2: Symbol, A l legory, and Fantasy 
October 4: Humor and Irony 
 
Week Eight 
October 9: No class! Happy Fal l Break! 
October 11: Draft Reviews, Review for test. 
 
Week Nine 
October 16: Short Fiction Test 
October 18: Introduction to Poetry. Denotation and Connotation. Short fiction Essay due 
 
Week Ten 
October 23: Imagery. Figurative Language: Simile, Metaphor, Personification, Apostrophe, Metonymy 
October 25: Figurative Language: Symbol and A l legory 
 
Week Eleven 
October 30: Figurative Language: Paradox, Overstatement, Understatement, Irony. A l lusion 
November 1: Meaning and Idea, Tone. 
 
Week Twelve 
November 6: Musical Devices,  Rhythm and Meter 
November 8: Sound and Meaning, Pattern 
 
Week Thir teen 
November 13: Fini sh Poetry. Draft review of Poetry Essay. Review for test. 
November 15: Poetry Test. 
 
Week Four teen 
November 20: Introduction to Drama. Tragedy. Poetry Essay due 
November 22: No Class! Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
Week Fi fteen 
November 27: Complete Tragedy. Begin Modern Drama 
 November 29: Modern Drama 
 
Week Sixteen 



December 4: Comedy 
December 6: Comedy 
 
Week Seventeen 
December 11: Comedy 
December 13: Drama Test. Drama Essay/Project due 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading Syllabus for Short Fiction Unit 
Please have selections read before class. Reading quizzes will  be given at the beginning of class and may not be 

made up. Read the stories well  in advance of class so you have time to read more than once and to think 
about the questions at the end of the story. Come to class ready to ask questions and to discuss the stories! 

 
September  18:  Introduction to Literature and Literary Analysis (LSSS pp. 3-39). Writing about Literature (BH pp. 

460-474); Introduction to Short Fiction (pp. 61-67); Plot and Structure (pp. 101-111), MunroÑ ÒHow I 
Met my HusbandÓ (pp. 125-141), CheeverÑ ÒThe SwimmerÓ (pp. 529-539). 

September  20:  Characterization (pp. 161-166) WalkerÑ ÒEveryday UseÓ (pp. 166-174), WhartonÑ ÒRoman FeverÓ 
(pp. 409-420) 

 
September  25: Theme (pp.188-195), WeltyÑ ÒA Worn PathÓ (pp. 212-220) Melvil leÑ ÒBartleby the ScrivenerÓ(pp. 

579-610) 
September  27: Point of View (pp. 227-233), PorterÑ ÒThe Jilting of Granny WeatherallÓ (pp. 260-268) FaulknerÑ

ÒA Rose for EmilyÓ (pp. 556-564) 
 
October 2: Symbol, Allegory, and Fantasy (pp. 274-285), GlaspellÑ ÒA Jury of Her PeersÓ (pp. 389- 408), 

HawthorneÑ ÒYoung Goodman BrownÓ (pp. 299-310) 
 
October 4: Humor and Irony (pp. 334-338). OÕConnorÑ ÒThe DrunkardÓ (pp. 339-348), PoeÑ ÔThe Cask of 

AmontilladoÓ (pp. 611-619) 

 


